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City Space Architecture
moderating the opening special
session with UN-Habitat
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Together in Public  Space:

Global perspectives.  Past, Present and
Future of International Cooperation on
Public Spaces
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Q‘»‘v i public space with UN-Habitat:
lobal perspectives.
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Cooperation on Public Spaces
Foreword: Pietro Garau (AssoBiSP)

Salutations and introduction:

Dyfed Aubrey (Chief, UN-Habitat Office for Europe and
European Institutions)
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Presenters:
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Laura Petrella (Scientific Committee, Associazione Biennale
Spazio Pubblico)

Elin Andersdotter Fabre (Her City Programme, UN -Habitat)

José Chong (Project Leader, Global Public Space Network)
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RECLAIMING TOMORROW. &
Community -led innovation for R =
Public Space Futures.

Special international session
organised by City Space Architecture
moderated by Luisa Bravo

Scholars and professionals from Germany, Spain, Italy, Poland,
Belgium, the United Kingdom, France, Greece,the United States,
Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, India, Japan, Palestine, South Africa
and Australia.

The event addressed the unprecedented pressures that public
spacesare facing in an era characterised by privatisation, climate
change and social fragmentation. In this complex context,
communities around the world are developing innovative - W W

entrepreneurial models that challenge traditional top-down iy ‘- = ; _
planning approachesin order to transform their visions of future I
cities from utopian dreams into concrete and implementable LN

realities. The geographical and cultural diversity of the
participants significantly enriched the discussion, bringing unique
perspectivesfrom the different urban realities represented.
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Driving Community -led Innovation for
Public Space Through Placemaking

By Ethan Kent

United States of America, Placemaking X

The cause of public space has emerged globally over the last 15
years, much thanks to early and ongoing work of the Public
Space Biennale and City Space Architecture. The placemaking
movement that we've been working to build for decades, has
been grateful to work in complement to these efforts globally.
First through Project for Public Spaces,founded by Fred Kent in
1975 and now through PlacemakingX, founded in 2018, we
support collective learning, advocacyand action for community -
powered public spaces We've helped to set up and support 30+
national and regional placemaking networks and more recently
40+ cross-cutting global placemaking agendas networks.
Through continued collaboration acrossacademic,advocacyand
action sectors, public space and place can not only grow as a
causeand focus of study, but can drive more systemic models of
participation, collaboration and governanceto build our capacity
to addressthe many crisesthat we face.

We shape our
public spaces,
= thereafter our
public spaces
shape us.

== J
Adapted from Winston
’ Churchill
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Placemaking is not

About delivering a design

Just about the visible outcomes

A plan or infrastructure alone
. - 1
Done by one person or team

Finished. It's not one-off events or art
—

Top-down control of outcomes

Shifting the Housing Crisis through Place-Led Development
Houses & Spaces = Livability = Homes & Places = Lovability

» “Placetaking” Development » Place-Led Development

» Monoculture/Negative Gentrification ® Local/Plural Culture/Economy

« Multi-Use Public Places

e Place Attachment/Lovability

* Blurred Spaces & Passive Surveillance

® Single Purpose Privatizing Spaces
o Place Detachment

o Fortress Architecture

o Larger Homes & Yards e Smaller Homes & Yards

* Remote Ownership e Owner Occupied/Overseen
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Public Space as Storytelling & Pedagogy

By Robin Ahbad Ocublio
United States of America, City of Oakland

Public spaceis a multi -dimensional practice, drawing upon policy,
design, infrastructure planning, and community organizing. In
addition to these, public space is a powerful vehicle for youth
empowerment, leadership development, and education. This
presentation highlights innovative partnerships between municipal
agencies and local academic institutions . Case studies involve
structured collaborations between the San Francisco Planning
Department and primary school students (The Islais Creek
Adaptation Strategy with the Center for Cities + School),
adolescents (with Youth Art Exchange), undergraduate and
graduate architecture students (Central Waterfront -Dogpatch
Public Realm Plan with the UC Berkeley CED; Tunnel Top Park
and the Minnesota Street Flyover with the California Collegeof the
Arts).
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Technology-Enabled Participation for
Inclusive Urban Placemaking

By Shradha Chandan

Germany, Bauhaus-Universitat Weimar

This research explores the design of technology-enabled
community participation in We i maurb@rs placemaking. By
combining virtual reality (VR) with hybrid workshops, the
project develops immersive and inclusive community
engagement The VR platform allows stakeholders to visualize
design possibilities and proposals, enhancing dialogue and co-
creation. The modular workshops structure collaborative
decision-making. This approach empowers community voices
and offers a replicable model for participatory urban
placemaking in cultural cities.

Jointly experience, evaluate and change urban planning variants virtually.
Credits - Bauhaus-Universitat Weimar
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Carving Public Space Between the
Numbers: A Place-Based Approach to
NSW Transit Oriented Development

By Fae Sarshoghi

Australia, Ku-ring-gai Council / City Space
Architecture

The NSW Transit Oriented Development (TOD) policy set
ambitious housing targets but reduced them to height and floor : -
space ratios, overlooking impacts on heritage, canopy, -l ""d‘ [ S
infrastructure and public space Ku-ring-gai Council developed :
an alternative scenario that met targets while protecting heritage,
retaining trees and creating new open spaces Using clear
communication and engagement, the Council translated complex Growing Population and Decline of Commercial Areas ~ Promoting Mixed Use Development and Community Infrastructure
trade-offs and highlighted how housing growth reshapes the TOD Scenario Council Scenario

everyday public realm. The experience shows that when local
governments are empowered, they can balance density with
liveability, offering lessonsfor state and federal collaboration on
funding, expertise and flexible planning.
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Street Rituals and Resistance:
Community Identity in the Festa
Major de Gracia

By Javier Otero Pdia

Spain, Public Space Research Group

Long-standing neighborhood traditions like the Festa Major de
Gracia serve as community -led platforms for cultural continuity
amid pressures of touristification . Drawing on field observations
and images, | explore the contradictions of this celebration:
Graffiti express anger and frustration towards massification of
the event and the gentrification of the neighborhood, while the
organizing committees welcome the participation of new
residents and immigrants, accelerating the development of their
sense of belonging in the neighborhood. The session will trace
patterns of tension, conflict, inclusion, and solidarity, asking:
Can co-creation preserve the ne i g h b o ridentity dvbhde
reinventing public spacefutures?

Anti-gentrification stickers and alleged intimidation on
foreigner businesses (Venezuelan, Argentinian...)
«Radical» Catalonian nationalism, but Latin music (cumbia,
salsa...)

Demands for inclusion, side by side with explicit exclusion
of non-Catalonian Spaniards and «Zionists» (which some
argue is a term used to disguise antisemitism)

Tourists generate a significant part of the revenues during
the Feste Major de Gracia.

Speculation about the fire in Verdi street being vandalism.
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ocSalus Spaceo: A hist
abandonment and rebirth in the outskirts '
of Bologna

EoxEeedl--e~nis

By Letizia Montalbano

Italy, Il Giardino del Guesto

The paper examines urban redevelopment as a sustainable
response to socioc-economic and environmental challenges o
through the case of Villa Malvezzi. Once an eighteenth-century
villa, then a nursing home and later an abandoned site, it has
evolved into the vibrant Salus Space This multifunctional hub
combines hospitality, work, culture, and welfare, integrating
migrants and refugees within a model of intercultural welfare
and active citizenship. Funded by the European Urban Innovative
Actions program, the project experiments with new forms of
sustainable urban development and social innovation . It offers
strategic insights into participatory planning that bridges
memory and future for collective environmental regeneration.

A place becomes liveable
for everyone if everyone's
aspirations are

naturally welcomed and
helped to “grow” along
with the place.
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By Guillermo Bernal

Mexico, The Place Institute

This presentation draws from my ongoing research Cookbook
for Cities, based on over a decade of placemaking work across
Latin America and beyond. Using the metaphor of cooking, it
guestions standardised urbanism and proposes an approach
rooted in context, co-creation, and spatial justice. Cities are not
managed products but lived processes shaped through local
ingredients, collective action, and civic trust. | will share
principles, field experiences and reflections on how
communities canreclaim public spaceasa platform for identity ,
democracy, and care.

85l 65
NI VY




#38

From Practice to Presence: Regional
Voices in Public Space Activation

By Razan Abudalu

Palestine, Placemaking Palestinians

Palestinian communities under occupation face restrictions that
limit access to public space, affecting safety, identity, and
belonging. Placemaking Palestinians supports these communities
in reclaiming space through everyday acts of resilience & from
cooking and playing near the separation wall to activating parks
and co-designing tools that return power to residents. Using the
Public SpaceActivation Deck, participants in our workshop role-
played diverse community stakeholders from Jerusalem,
navigating negotiation, empathy, and creative decision-making.
The experience demonstrates how placemaking rooted in lived
experience and professional practice can amplify marginalized
voices and strengthen community resilience under challenging
circumstances.

. From Aida Camp to
Placemaking Palestinians
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From Drawing to Civic Awakening
The case of the CEICoracaode Maria
playground renovation

By Camila Obniski

Brazil, Universidade P. Mackenzie

This study presents the participatory renovation of the playground
at CEl Coracdode Maria (2019) as an example of civic activation
through collective production of public school space Though
small in scale, the project became a meaningful exercise in
democratic governance and citizenship education. After the
pl aygr oclosure &ddse to contaminated sand and lack of
institutional funding, the school community led an autonomous,
deliberative process As an architect and researcher, | supported
the project with open-ended, interpretative drawings that
visualized collective ideas and sparked public deliberation. Active
listening @ especially to childrend transparency, and inclusion
shapedthe process The caseillustrates how participatory design,
grounded in care, can strengthen civic life and reimagine shared
spaces
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Online speaker

#10

Public Space Performs

By Jacek Ludwig Scarso

United Kingdom, London Metropolitan University /
Fondazione Marta Czok

In this presentation, Dr Jacek Ludwig Scarso explores a
perspective on public space informed by the concept of
performativity . Beginning with Hewitt & Jordan's definition of
public sphere as "performative arrangement” (2016), it looks at
the role of public art, acrossall its disciplines, in reimagining ideas
of publicness and emphasizing the need for belonging in a given
public space Reframing public art through performativity, which
is the ethos of the dedicated MA Public Art and Performative
Practices directed by Scarso at London Metropolitan University,
means consistently addressing the relationality of public space,
the need for accessto the arts and the cultural value that creative
practice canbring to the public realm and its stakeholders.

Public Space or

“By employing the term ‘public sphere’ as opposed to the term
‘public space’, we are better able to understand the internal
contradictions of ‘publicness’ and ask what actually constitutes a
public space. This is in contrast to the way in which the word
‘public’ is traditionally used in the expressions ‘public art’ and ‘art
in public places’, which usually refer pragmatically to the siting of
an art work in an ‘outside’ (...).

()

performative arrangement

From the performative
conventions embedded in
the public’s behaviour to

the performance
opportunities offered by
publicness. Understanding
this dimension is essential
for public art.
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Reclaiming Tomorrow.
Community-Led Innovation
for Public Space Futures

Coordinator
Luisa Bravo, City Space Architecture

Public Space Performs

Dr Jacek Ludwig Scarso
London Metropolitan University / Fondazione Marta Czok
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#11

Informal Strategiesand Place- making in
Southern Africa

s BN e j creatlvé, yet : cc

By Kathryn Ewin 4 . 3 LR NPV A u[b.an spaces’s| p
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South Africa, University of Cape town

...re-lma ne a forgotten urban space
Py transformmg the ex:stmg walkway(s
ipto an access:ble, colourful and 2

Small, yet deeply transformative, public space is often
unrecognized, neglected, and peripheral in urban studies and
policy. The presentation explores public spacesas 6 s o dritical 6
infrastructure(s) in a South African township, describing a public
space upgrading project, iThemba Walkway in Gugulethu, Cape
Town. The project disrupts the thinking around informality and
the concept of public space by reviewing alternative ways of re-
making, co-designing, co-producing, and co-maintaining a micro -
urban space It includes understanding informal strategies and
place-making approaches to foster local agencies, involving
innovative methods to enable collective and meaningful upgrading
processes The intention is to remark/remake Southern spaceas
public.




Online speaker

#12

Mapped Crowd Sourced Storytelling
(MCSST) as a new method for
empathizing with young city dwellers
By Oscar Perilla,

Colombia, Um-Welt

Traditional wellbeing surveys using predefined indicators fail to
capture context-specific factors affecting urban youth. We
introduce Youth-Targeted Mapped Crowd-Sourced Storytelling for
Wellbeing-Impacting Situation Identification (YT-MCSST-4WISI),
which combines geotagged narrative collection, youth-targeted
recruitment and multi-method analysis (thematic, narrative,
phenomenological, phenomenographic). In a participatory contest
in Envigado, Colombia, 34 participants aged 1524 submitted
geotagged commute narratives via Ushahidi platform . Analysis
identified 30 wellbeing-impacting situations overlooked by
conventional surveys, including steep topography (14.7%), heat
exposure (23.5%), transit unreliability, nature asrefuge, and social
affirmations. YT-MCSST-4WISI bridges constructivist and
positivist paradigms, offering a scalable, youth-centered
framework for urban planning and policy with global applicability .

Mapped Crowd-Sourced Storytelling (MCSST) Applied to
Wellbeing-Impacting Situation Identification in Urban
Youth's Commutes: A Phenomenology-Based Methodology DA

Jaime Hernandez-Garcia
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Colombia
Hernandez.j@javeriana.edu.co

Oscar Perilla
Um-Welt, Colombia
oscar.perilla@um-welt.co

Ana Medina
University of Montreal, Canada
ana.medina@umontreal.ca

Lina Maria Yacelga Toro
Um-Welt, Colombia
Lina.yacelga@um-welt.co

um-welt gafe g' City Space Université l‘"’\
C?t‘ijgs Y Architecture

de Montréal
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Narrado

¢ Envigado
A 4

Participa en tres
simples pasos

Debes tener entre 15 y 24 anos y seguir los

siguientes tres pasos: Calle 39 sur No.43-71, Envigado

iMuy invitad@s!

. -
3. Revisa b

Revisa tu correo
detalladamente un plataforma siguiendo después de la fecha
trayecto de tu vida las indicaciones que de la premiacion
cotidiana de manera encontraras alli. para confirmar si
narrada o escrita. ganaste.

(Si eres menor de

edad asegurate de

hacerlo con tu papa,

mama o represéntate

legal) jUltimo dia!

wa que puedas sublr tu relato y obtener la posibilidad

Sorteo y lectura de acta de Jurados

iMuy invitad@s!

2. Sube

1. Describe

Describe Subelo a nuestra

(3 minutos de audio
o 500 palabras)

iQuedan dos dias!
«que puedas subir tu relato y obtener la posibilic
arte uno de cuatro hono:

narte uno de cuatro honos p i
n millén de pesos de Ktro

in millén de pesos de Ktroni
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Online speaker \%

How participatory design approaches can - T
et

groups on sensitive issues like access and s
; ; 1 3 Collaborative Mapping Zine Making Storytelling

. . . . * Usedotstickers on the map to start | « A zineis a self-published booklet made from | « Each participant shared one story from
MyCIty. M app Ing SOCIO _Spatlal thinking about places they find safe 1 or 2 pieces of paper. their zines.
) /unsafe to visit or access. * They are often linked to empowermentand | . This session provided space for related
experiences of teenage girls in urban T personal expression. experiences o emergs through the act
p g g consider questions like, my favourite | * Zines were used as a research tool as well of narrative expression and listening.

. urban public space? How do | feel communicative artefact that enabled co-
pU b | I C Spaces while travelling/moving around in creation and dialogue between designers
and participants.

my city (my neighbourhood)?

By Krity Gera
United Kingdom, Royal College of Art

It is crucial to have the perspective and active participation
of teenage girls in the socio-spatial environment for —— _
fostering inclusive and equitable cities. Basedon the project e
MyCity, this paper presents insights on the methodological
approach adopted to engage with teenage girls. Creative
feminist methods like zine-making and collaborative
storytelling enabled participants to critically reflect on
barriers and express aspirations in relation to accessto
public spaces




Online and in person

Round table discussion

With the participation of City Space
Architecture's members

Paulina LisMeldner (Poland)
Rozina Spinnoy (Belgium)
Francesca Mazza (Italy)
Stavroula Georgiou (Greece)
Tharaa Kirresh (Palestine)



