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RECLAIMING TOMORROW. 
Community -led innovation for 
Public Space Futures. 

Scholars and professionals from  Germany, Spain, Italy,  Poland, 

Belgium, the United  Kingdom,  France, Greece, the United  States, 
Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, India,  Japan, Palestine, South Africa  

and Australia . 

The event addressed the unprecedented pressures that  public  

spaces are facing in  an era characterised by privatisation,  climate 

change and social fragmentation . In  this  complex context, 

communities  around the world  are developing innovative  

entrepreneurial  models that  challenge traditional  top-down 
planning  approaches in  order to transform  their  visions of future  

cities from  utopian  dreams into  concrete and implementable  

realities. The geographical and cultural  diversity  of the 

participants  significantly  enriched the discussion, bringing  unique 

perspectives from  the different  urban realities represented.

Special international session 
organised by City Space Architecture 
moderated by Luisa Bravo



#1

By Ethan Kent 

United States of America, PlacemakingX

Driving Community -led Innovation for 
Public Space Through Placemaking

The cause of public  space has emerged globally over the last 15 

years, much thanks to early and ongoing work  of the Public 
Space Biennale and City Space Architecture . The placemaking 

movement that  we've been working to build  for  decades, has 

been grateful  to work  in  complement to these efforts globally. 

First  through  Project for  Public Spaces, founded by Fred Kent in  

1975, and now through  PlacemakingX, founded in  2018, we 
support  collective learning,  advocacy and action for  community -

powered public  spaces. We've helped to set up and support 30+ 

national and regional placemaking networks and more recently 

40+ cross-cutting  global placemaking agendas networks. 

Through continued collaboration  acrossacademic, advocacyand 
action sectors, public  space and place can not only grow as a 

cause and focus of study, but can drive more systemic models of 

participation,  collaboration  and governance to build  our  capacity 

to address the many crises that  we face.



#2

By Robin Ahbad Ocublio

United States of America, City of Oakland 

Public Space as Storytelling & Pedagogy

Public space is a multi -dimensional  practice, drawing  upon policy, 

design, infrastructure  planning,  and community  organizing. In  
addition  to these, public  space is a powerful  vehicle for  youth 

empowerment, leadership development, and education. This 

presentation  highlights  innovative  partnerships  between municipal  

agencies and local academic institutions . Case studies involve 

structured  collaborations  between the San Francisco Planning 
Department  and primary  school students (The Islais Creek 

Adaptation  Strategy with  the Center for  Cities + School), 

adolescents (with  Youth Art  Exchange), undergraduate and 

graduate architecture  students (Central  Waterfront -Dogpatch 

Public Realm Plan with  the UC Berkeley CED; Tunnel  Top Park 
and the Minnesota Street Flyover with  the California  College of the 

Arts) .



#3

By Shradha Chandan

Germany, Bauhaus-Universität Weimar

This research explores the design of technology-enabled 

community  participation  in  Weimarôs urban placemaking. By 
combining  virtual  reality  (VR) with  hybrid  workshops, the 

project develops immersive  and inclusive community  

engagement. The VR platform  allows stakeholders to visualize 

design possibilities  and proposals, enhancing dialogue and co-

creation. The modular  workshops structure  collaborative  
decision-making. This approach empowers community  voices 

and offers a replicable model for  participatory  urban 

placemaking  in  cultural  cities. 

Technology-Enabled Participation for 
Inclusive Urban Placemaking 



#4

By Fae Sarshoghi

Australia, Ku -ring -gai Council / City Space 
Architecture

The NSW Transit  Oriented Development (TOD) policy set 

ambitious  housing targets but reduced them to height and floor  
space ratios, overlookin g impacts on heritage,  canopy, 

infrastructure  and public  space.  Ku-ring -gai Council developed 

an alternative scenario that  met targets while  protecting  heritage, 

retaining  trees and creating new open spaces. Using clear 

communication  and engagement, the Council translated complex 
trade-offs and highlighted  how housing growth  reshapes the 

everyday public  realm. The experience shows that  when local 

governments are empowered, they can balance density with  

liveability,  offering  lessons for  state and federal collaboration  on 

funding,  expertise and flexible planning . 

Carving Public Space Between the 
Numbers: A Place-Based Approach to 
NSW Transit Oriented Development



#5
Street Rituals and Resistance: 
Community Identity in the Festa 
Major de Gracia

By Javier Otero Peña

Spain, Public Space Research Group

Long-standing neighborhood traditions  like  the Festa Major  de 

Gràcia serve as community -led platforms  for  cultural  continuity  
amid pressures of touristification . Drawing  on field  observations 

and images, I  explore the contradictions  of this  celebration: 

Graffiti  express anger and frustration  towards massification of 

the event and the gentrification  of the neighborhood, while  the 

organizing committees welcome the participation  of new 
residents and immigrants,  accelerating the development of their  

sense of belonging in  the neighborhood. The session will  trace 

patterns of tension, conflict,  inclusion,  and solidarity,  asking: 

Can co-creation preserve the neighborhoodôs identity  while  

reinventing  public  space futures?



#6

By Letizia Montalbano

Italy, II Giardino del Guesto

The paper examines urban redevelopment as a sustainable 

response to socio-economic and environmental  challenges 
through  the case of Villa  Malvezzi. Once an eighteenth-century 

villa,  then a nursing  home and later an abandoned site, it  has 

evolved into  the vibrant  Salus Space. This multifunctional  hub 

combines hospitality,  work, culture,  and welfare, integrating  

migrants  and refugees within  a model of intercultural  welfare 
and active citizenship. Funded by the European Urban Innovative  

Actions program,  the project experiments with  new forms of 

sustainable urban development and social innovation . It  offers 

strategic insights into  participatory  planning  that  bridges 

memory and future  for  collective environmental  regeneration.

òSalus Spaceò: A history of Excellence, 
abandonment and rebirth in the outskirts 
of Bologna



#7

By Guillermo Bernal 

Mexico, The Place Institute

This presentation draws from my ongoing research Cookbook

for Cities, based on over a decade of placemaking work across
Latin America and beyond. Using the metaphor of cooking, it

questions standardised urbanism and proposes an approach

rooted in context, co-creation, and spatial justice. Cities are not

managed products but lived processes shaped through local

ingredients , collective action, and civic trust . I will share
principles , field experiences, and reflections on how

communities can reclaim public spaceas a platform for identity ,

democracy, and care.

Cookbook for Cities: 
A Model of Place and Urbanism 



#8

By Razan Abudalu 

Palestine, Placemaking Palestinians

From Practice to Presence: Regional 
Voices in Public Space Activation

Palestinian communities  under occupation face restrictions  that  

limit  access to public  space, affecting safety, identity,  and 
belonging. Placemaking Palestinians supports these communities  

in  reclaiming  space through  everyday acts of resilience ð from  

cooking and playing near the separation wall to activating  parks 

and co-designing tools that  return  power to residents. Using the 

Public Space Activation  Deck, participants  in  our  workshop role-
played diverse community  stakeholders from  Jerusalem, 

navigating negotiation,  empathy, and creative decision-making. 

The experience demonstrates how placemaking rooted in  lived 

experience and professional practice can amplify  marginalized 

voices and strengthen community  resilience under challenging 
circumstances.



#9

By Camila Obniski

Brazil, Universidade P. Mackenzie

This study presents the participatory  renovation  of the playground 

at CEI Coração de Maria  (2019) as an example of civic activation  
through  collective production  of public  school space. Though 

small in  scale, the project became a meaningful  exercise in  

democratic governance and citizenship education. After  the 

playgroundôs closure due to contaminated sand and lack of 

institutional  funding,  the school community  led an autonomous, 
deliberative process. As an architect  and researcher, I  supported 

the project with  open-ended, interpretative  drawings that  

visualized collective ideas and sparked public  deliberation . Active 

listeningðespecially to childrenðtransparency, and inclusion  

shaped the process. The case illustrates  how participatory  design, 
grounded in  care, can strengthen civic life and reimagine shared 

spaces.

From Drawing to Civic Awakening
The case of the CEI Coraçãode Maria 
playground renovation



#10

By Jacek Ludwig Scarso 

United Kingdom, London Metropolitan University / 
Fondazione Marta Czok

Online speaker

Public Space Performs

In  this  presentation, Dr  Jacek Ludwig  Scarso explores a 

perspective on public  space informed  by the concept of 
performativity . Beginning with  Hewitt  & Jordan's definition  of 

public  sphere as "performative  arrangement"  (2016), it  looks at 

the role of public  art, across all its disciplines, in  reimagining  ideas 

of publicness and emphasizing the need for  belonging in  a given 

public  space. Reframing public  art through  performativity,  which 
is the ethos of the dedicated MA Public Art  and Performative  

Practices directed by Scarso at London  Metropolitan  University,  

means consistently addressing the relationality  of public  space, 

the need for  access to the arts and the cultural  value that  creative 

practice can bring  to the public  realm and its stakeholders.



#11

By Kathryn Ewing

South Africa, University of Cape town 

Online speaker

Informal Strategies and Place-making in 
Southern Africa

Small, yet deeply transformative,  public  space is often 

unrecognized, neglected, and peripheral in  urban studies and 
policy. The presentation  explores public  spaces as ósoft,ô critical  

infrastructure(s) in  a South African  township,  describing a public 

space upgrading project, iThemba Walkway in  Gugulethu, Cape 

Town. The project disrupts  the thinking  around informality  and 

the concept of public  space by reviewing alternative ways of re-
making,  co-designing, co-producing, and co-maintaining  a micro -

urban space. It includes understanding  informal  strategies and 

place-making approaches to foster local agencies, involving  

innovative methods to enable collective and meaningful upgrading 

processes. The intention  is to remark/remake Southern space as 
public .



#12

By Oscar Perilla,

Colombia, Um-Welt

Online speaker

Mapped Crowd Sourced Storytelling 
(MCSST) as a new method for 
empathizing with young city dwellers 

Traditional  wellbeing surveys using predefined indicators  fail  to 

capture context-specific factors affecting urban youth. We 
introduce  Youth-Targeted Mapped Crowd-Sourced Storytelling  for  

Wellbeing-Impacting  Situation  Identification  (YT-MCSST-4WISI),  

which combines geotagged narrative  collection, youth-targeted 

recruitment  and multi -method analysis (thematic,  narrative,  

phenomenological, phenomenographic). In  a participatory  contest 
in  Envigado, Colombia, 34 participants  aged 15-24 submitted  

geotagged commute narratives via Ushahidi  platform . Analysis 

identified  30 wellbeing-impacting  situations  overlooked by 

conventional surveys, including  steep topography (14.7%), heat 

exposure (23.5%), transit  unreliability,  nature as refuge, and social 
affirmations . YT-MCSST-4WISI  bridges constructivist  and 

positivist  paradigms, offering  a scalable, youth-centered 

framework  for  urban planning  and policy with  global applicability .



#13

By Krity Gera

United Kingdom , Royal College of Art

Online speaker

MyCity: Mapping socio -spatial 
experiences of teenage girls in urban 
public spaces

It  is crucial  to have the perspective and active participation  
of teenage girls in the socio-spatial environment  for  
fostering inclusive and equitable cities. Based on the project  
MyCity, this paper presents insights on the methodological 
approach adopted to engage with  teenage girls. Creative 
feminist  methods like zine-making and collaborative 
storytelling  enabled participants  to critically  reflect on 
barriers  and express aspirations in relation  to access to 
public spaces.



Round table discussion 

Paulina LisMeldner (Poland)

Rozina Spinnoy (Belgium)

Francesca Mazza (Italy)

Stavroula Georgiou (Greece)

Tharaa Kirresh (Palestine)

With the participation  of City Space 
Architecture's members

Online and in person 


